Your
Voice
in Your
School
What Good Practice in
Pupil Participation means to you.

Introduction:
Did you know?
"Having a voice, having a choice!"

In Wales every school has to
have a school council.

You should have the right to have your
opinions heard, and to take part in decisions
that affect your life. This is set out in Article
12 of an important document called the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child. (UNCRC)
Many things that happen in your school affect
you directly - like what and how you are
taught, the school environment and school
policies such as behaviour and anti-bullying.
The opportunity for you to give opinions
should be a part of school life and can
happen in lots of ways including suggestion
boxes, focus groups, questionnaires, year
councils and school councils.

Your Voice in Your School

What participation means to you.

Did you know?
There is a website called Pupil
Voice Wales which has loads of
information, ideas, resources and
activities as well as films showing
pupils' experiences of having a say
in their schools.
www.pupilvoicewales.org.uk
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Do you
feel like they
listen to you?

Do you
think your opinions
make a difference to
what happens in
your school?

tell our school reps and they make our
“ We
suggestions work.
”
think everyone should have their say not
“ Ijust
the school council.
”
should have council meetings where
“ We
everyone can attend, not just the school
council.
”
“ Nothing so far has changed. ”
have a good idea our school listens
“ Ife.g.yousalad
bar at lunch time, park and even
changed our eco code.
”
isn’t enough money to pay for extra
“ There
things.
”

Your Voice in Your School

Here is what some young people
said lately about their experiences of
participation….

What
does your
school council
mean to you?
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1. There are Standards.

They make sure that you can
be really involved, can make
a difference, and hear what's
happened when you've given
your opinion.

2It’s Your Choice
3No Discrimination
4Respect

Your Voice in Your School

Participation may look
different from school to
school, but it's important that
it's done properly - and that's
why we have Participation
Standards.

1Information

5You get something out of it
More information:
You can read about the
standards on pages 25 & 26
of the Good Practice Guide.

6Feedback
7Improving how we work
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2. Everyone should be involved.

Not everyone can be on their school
council and not everyone wants to be,
but everyone should be given
information about what is going on in
their school so that they can give their
opinion if they want to.
Ask your school council if they have a
plan or a policy for how everyone in your
school can take part, be involved and
participate. If your school does not have
a Pupil Participation Policy, the Good
Practice Guide explains how to go about
writing one.

There are ways to find out
how you can get involved
more:
• find out where and when your
school council meets and who
represents you on it;
• ask your school council, year
council or class rep how they keep
you up to date with what is going
on in your school and what
decisions are being made;
• make suggestions and give them
to your representative;
• find out what issue or problem
they are looking at and give your
ideas on it; and,
• if you don't think communication is
working well, suggest to your
school council rep how it could
work better!

Your Voice in Your School

Everyone should be involved if they
want to be, and that includes you.
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3. Who can you ask?

Your school may have chosen one
of the school governors to link into
your school council and to make
sure pupils have a voice; they make
sure that pupils can have their
views and opinions heard by the
Governing Body; and, there is also
a 'link teacher' who supports the
school council, and they should be
supported by someone from the
Senior Management Team who
makes sure that everyone can get
involved in decisions that affect
them.

There is lots of training
available on the Pupil Voice
Website such as:
• how to let other children and
young people know about their
rights;

• how to consult and involve other

Your Voice in Your School

In your school there will be different
jobs or roles that you can get
involved with.

pupils - and members of staff;

• how to represent others' opinions;
• how to be a good team and to
take on different roles such as
chair, vice-chair or secretary; and,

• how to plan and run a project.
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4. What’s the point?

Some of the areas that affect you
that you could be involved in are:

• improving what and how you
learn;

• school improvements, including
looking at other schools for
examples of good practice;

When Estyn inspect schools they also look
at:
• what opportunities you have had to have
a voice in your school’s life;

• how often you are asked for your opinion;
• if your school has suggestion boxes or
focus groups so you can give an opinion;
and,

• how information is shared such as

Your Voice in Your School

There are lots of decisions that
are made in your school that
affect you and your life. If you get
involved, you can make YOUR
life better!

Did you know?

through school assemblies, notice boards,
TV screens, the school website or in
school newsletters.

• staff appointments;
• fundraising; and,
• after school clubs.

Your voice can make a
real difference and is
important, so find
ways of using it!
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5 What’s in it for you?

• it can increase your confidence;
• it can improve your communication and
consultation skills;

• it can give you experience in public speaking;
• it gives you experience in debating and
developing an argument; and training in
various skills; and,

• many people enjoy the good feeling of doing

Did you know?
The Welsh Government with
Agored Cymru has developed
modules on ‘Young People’s
Participation in Decision
Making’ that can be used as
part of your 14-19 Learning
Pathways or your Welsh
Baccalaureate. If you or your
teachers would like more
information, you can go to:
www.agored.org.uk

Your Voice in Your School

We’ve looked at how you being involved and
giving your opinion can help improve all aspects
of your school, which in turn will improve your
life. However, there are many other possible
benefits to you:

things to help others!
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If you or your teachers want more
information you can read the Good
Practice Guide or go and explore the
Pupil Voice website!
www.pupilvoicewales.org.uk

Your Voice in Your School

Thanks for taking the time to
read this.

Go on;
make the choice,
have a voice!
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